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reimagining higher education around the world lessons from the creation of eight new colleges and
universities in africa asia the middle east and north america higher education is perpetually in crisis
buffeted by increasing costs and a perceived lack of return on investment campus culture that is
criticized for stifling debate on controversial topics and a growing sense that the liberal arts are
outmoded and irrelevant some observers even put higher education on the brink of death the new
global universities offers a counterargument telling the story of educational leaders who have
chosen not to give up on higher education but to reimagine it the book chronicles the development
and launch of eight innovative colleges and universities in africa asia the middle east and north
america describing the combination of intellectual courage entrepreneurial audacity and adaptive

leadership needed to invent educational institutions today the authors both academic leaders who
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have been involved in launching ventures similar to the ones described offer a unique inside
perspective on these efforts bryan penprase and noah pickus show how the founders of new
colleges and universities establish distinctive brands in a sector dominated by centuries old
institutions secure creative sources of funding attract stellar faculty and students and design
appealing curriculums and campuses all while managing tradeoffs and setbacks balancing local
needs and global aspirations and wrestling with challenges to academic freedom these new
educational institutions include two universities in asia and the middle east built by well established
american parent institutions others in africa and north america that offer holistic reform from the
ground up and leverage new technologies to lower costs and still others that adapted the american
liberal arts model to asian and african contexts their experiences offer lessons for future founders

of new universities and for those who want to renew and rejuvenate existing ones

world class universities commonly recognized as global research universities or flagship
universities are cornerstone institutions embedded in any academic system and play an important
role in developing a nation s competitiveness in the global knowledge economy the development of
world class universities is high on the policy agenda of various stakeholders across the globe in the
past few years an increasing number of nations regions and higher education institutions in both
developed and developing countries have joined the same race for academic excellence and have
adopted a range of development strategies and implemented various reforms from a comparative
perspective how world class universities affect global higher education intends to provide an in
depth picture of excellence initiatives and relevant policies adopted in various nations and regions
and to reflect opportunities and challenges of developing excellence

global university rankings explores the novel topic of global university rankings and their effects on
higher education in europe the contributions in this volume outline different discourses on global
university rankings and explore the related changes concerning european higher education policies
disciplinary traditions and higher education institutions the first global university rankings were
published less than a decade ago but these policy instruments have become highly influential in
shaping the approaches and institutional realities of higher education the rankings have portrayed
european academic institutions in a varying light there is intense reflexivity over the figures leading
to ideational changes and institutional adaptation that take surprisingly similar forms in different
european countries the contributions in this book critically assess global university rankings as a
policy discourse that would seem to be instrumental to higher education reform throughout europe

this book is intended to provide the reader a thorough grasp on global university ranking systems
gurss many educational authorities throughout the world have recently started regularly assessing
the effectiveness of their educational institutions based on their global rankings moreover some
institutions use the indicators of these rankings as an objective in their strategic plan however
many academics do not trust such systems believing that they deceive their educational institutions
that these rankings are inaccurate and may be biased and thus do more harm to their universities
programmes than good in this book the author draws attention to the role of higher education
institutions and how important it is to make global ranking indicators part of their strategic plans

and thus it is imperative for all academic and administrative members to work together on planning
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and implementing them in order to advance the academic performances and strengthen those
indicators which consequently leads to raising their rankings at the league tables of the major
global university rankings gurs the author discusses the ranking indicators from the perspective of
academic performance and focuses on the challenges facing higher education institutions at
various levels especially improving the five main academic pillars that the rankings outcomes are
based on teaching and learning research and publishing strategic planning internationalisation and

reputation

global university ranking is a powerful tool in shaping the higher education landscape and
influencing student decisions these rankings develop various methodologies that assess
academics faculty and research to offer a comparative framework to evaluate an institution this
growing prominence however has sparked debate about their accuracy and equity with
marginalized and diverse educational missions global ranking systems analyze their broad impact
on universities and stakeholders and critically examine their long term repercussions for higher
education global university ranking systems methodologies impact and repercussions explores the
intricate world of global university rankings and their profound impact this book determines how
rankings shape global perceptions determining which universities gain international prestige and
which struggle to maintain relevance covering topics such as higher education rankings and
education this book is an excellent resource for administrators faculty policymakers researchers

academicians and more

reveals how international competition for university students is impacting higher education and
explains the benefits of this competition which allows students to choose from diverse educational

settings and programs

is the integrity of canadian universities being threatened by big business and a results driven

environment
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